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Concluding the Third Asian Solidarity Forum
for Military Sexual Slavery by Japan

Yun, Chung-Ok
(Co-Representative, The Korean Council)

The Third Asian Solidarity Forum for women drafted for military
Sexual Slavery by Japan was held with delegates from the Philippines,
Taiwan, Japan and South Korea, with former comfort women. The
conference got under way on Feb 927 and ended with a Wednesday
demonstration in front of the Japanese Embassy on March 1st in
Seoul, South Korea.

The absence of North Korean delegates who were supposed to attend
the meeting reminded us of the painful division of the Korean
peninsula, however, the presentation sent by them hardened our
determination to hope for reunification in the near future.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of Korea’s independence from
the Japanese colonial rule, the 76th anniversary of the Independence
Movement of March 1st and also the 30th anniversary of the
Korean-Japanese treaty. The year 1995 is also the 5th anniversary of
the birth of the Korean Council.

The Japanese Imperial Army’s comfort women issue has become an
international topic for the past five years. The Japanese government,
contradicting its previous positions, recognized its involvement in the
issue and partly admitted forceable detention of women and consequent
demand of sexual service against their will in the comfort stations.

What matters now is that the Japanese government, despite its
legal responsibility for the perpetration of war crimes and violation of
human rights, is still trying to avoid its responsibility.

Japanese Prime Minister Murayama acknowledged on Aug 30, 1994



that Japan invaded Asia and its colonial rule has brought grief and
sufferings to many Asian countries. However, the Japanese government
is attempting to pass the buck to the general public by raising private
funds for compensation to its victims rather than taking its due
responsibility as a guilty party. In the meantime, a handful of
lawmakers, ministers and ultrarightists raised their voice against a
resolution calling for Japanese Diet’s formal apology to its victims and
an opposition to war. )

Against this backdrop, the Third Asian Solidary Forum was held.
We held the first Asian Forum in Seoul, South Korea in 1992 to solve
the issue with solidarity among Asian victims and held the third Asian
Solidarity Forum this year, three years later, in the same venue. The
Third Asian Forum became the arena calling for the withdrawl of the
Japanese government’s plan to raise private fund and seeking solutions
under international law.

In addition, the Third Asian Solidarity Forum laid the groundwork
for raising the comfort women issue as a big agenda in the Third
U.N.World Conference on Women scheduled to be held in Beijing from
August 30 to September 15. Our preparation for tackling the matter in
this Asian Forum, therefore, would provide us with a key as to how to
raise the issue in the upcoming Beijing Conference.

In light of the significance of the meeting, each representative
presented her prepared statement and discussed the matter sincerely
with other participants.

In retrospect, I wish we had had more discussions on how to wage
our campaign in the future and how to coordinate our efforts with one
another,

Though I admit such a shortcoming, I can proudly say that we have
taken a step forward in our movement through this forum. At the end
of our solidarity forum, representatives from Asian countries including
Japan adopted a resolution in harmony while vowing to pursue our
ongoing campaigns. Furthermore, cooperation from former comfort



women present at the meeting to settle the matter in a rational way
can be regarded as a big achievement for us.

As we have made Asian women’s position clear on this matter, if
not concrete, it will provide us with an opportunity to tie the issue in
with the world women’s movement by raising the issue with one voice
when we attend the Beijing World Conference on Women.

Thinking back, this conference was held in a meaningful year of
1995 in several ways, and I hope our efforts will produce some results.
Accordingly, I'd like to see the matter settled in part before the next
Asian Solidarity Forum is held, by the Japanese government’s
announcement that it will restore comfort women’s dignity and offer
individual compensations to them. At the same time, true revelation of
the past will shed light on the history and will pave the way for
creating peace both in Asia and in the world and protecting women’s
human rights from now on.

Finally, I'd like to express my heartfelt thanks to all delegates,
Philippine and Korean comfort womem, and executive committe
members of the Korean Council for their cooperation and efforts to
make this forum a successful one in spite of the poor conditions.

Thank you.



The 3rd Asian Women'’s Solidarity Forum on
Military Sexual Slavery by Japan

Topic : Why the issue of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan
has remained unresolved for 50 years ?

Seoul, Korea
Feb. 27 - March 1, 1995

2/27 (Monday)

8:00 Breakfast
8:30 Registration
10:00 Opening Ceremony & Welcoming Events
Moderator : Kim, Hee Won
Opening Remarks : Lee, Hyo Chai
Words of Encouragement :
+ Lee, Oo Chung(Congressperson)
+ Lee, Sae Jung(Chair, Korea Bar Association)
+ Park, Yong Kil(Chair, Korean National Congress for Reunification)
- Lee, Yeon Ok(Chief Diretor of Women’s Mission Center)
+ Park, Joong Kun(The Federation of Korean Trade Unions FKTU)
11:00 Country Report I{Moderator : Kwon, Hee Soon)



"Why oppose sympathy-money?”
- Ishikawa Itsuko(Japan)
- Yang, Young Ji(Korean resident in J apan)
12:00 Lunch
14:00 Resume Country Report I
"Why oppose sympathy-money?”
- Hong, Sun Ok{Korea(North)}
- Julia Porras(a Philipino Victim of "Comfort Women")
- Nelia Sancho(Philippines)
15:30 Tea Time
16:00 Pi-Mei Chang, Yu-Fang Chiau(Taiwan)
- Kim, Sun Duk(A S.XKorean Victim of "Comfort Women")
. Kim, Kyung Hee{Korea(South)}
17:30 Questions and Answers
18:00 Break Time
18:30 Dinner
20:00 Halmonis(survivors) Solidarity party
Moderators : Kim, Hye Won/ Chung, Sook Ja

2/28(Tuesday)

8:00 Breakfast
10:00 Country Report II(Moderator:Carter, Aiko)
"What are the Strategies for Resolving the Problem?”
- Chai Kum Chun{Korea(North)}
- Nelia Sancho{Philippines}
- Chen Yi-Chen(Taiwan)
« Kim, Young Hee(Korean resident in Japan)
12:00 Lunch
14:00 Korean Folk Dance & ’Salpuri’ Dance
(Handure & Kim, Kyung Ran)
16:00 Resume Country Report II



"What are the Strategies for Resolving the Problem?”
» Tsuburaya Kyoko(Japan)
+ Chi, Eun Hee{Korea(South)}
15140 Questions and Answers
16:00 Adoption of the Conference Statement(Moderator:Lee, Mi Kyung)
17:30 Press Conference
18:00 Dinner
19:00 Free Time
+ Visitation to ”"Sharing House”

¥1(Wednsday)

8:00 Breakfast

10:00 Visitation to Park "Pagoda”(optional)

11:30 Leaving for Japanese Embassy for Demonstration

12:00 155th Wednesday Demonstration at Japanese Embassy
Closing the Conference
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AWARD COMPENSATION
FOR COMFORT WOMEN'S SUFFERING

Julia Porras
(A Filipino victim)

Solidarity greetings from Lila-Pilipina, an organization of Filipino
survivors of military sexual slavery by Japan.

I am Julia Partosa-Porras, 66 years old. I am a ﬁative of Davao,
one of the cities in the Southern part of the Philippines. My family
resettled in Manila in 1982.

I am glad to attend the Third Asian Conference for Comfort Women
and to share with you my story as one of the survivors of World War
II, specifically of forcible abduction by the Japanese Army to provide
sex service for its soldiers.

I was in the southern province of Davao when the war came. I was
13 years old when the troops of the Japanese Imperial Army (JIA)
occupied Davao. As a young girl, I was a witness of the cruelties of
war, of how women were raped and children killed by the soldiers.
But I also witnessed how the Davaocans defended their people and our

native land.

In 1944, when I was 13 years old, a truckload of soldiers came to
our house. I was then cooking food for lunch, while my sister was
washing clothes by the river beside our house.

I was brought to a tunnel in Ising, about 43 kilometers away from
our hometown. Tunnels were used as a hide-out for the soldiers. Two
women were there when I arrive. I learned later that all women,
including myself, were being used as toys by the soldiers to assuage
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We Oppose "Charity money"

Kim, Soon Duk
(A South Korean victim)

I'd like to welcome all of you who have come to Korea to attend the
Third Asian Forum. The Japanese government committed a lot of
wrongdoings during World War Two. However, nothing has been settled
to right these wrongs. Japan has failed to resolve the issue of former
comfort women as well as other victims. Instead of acknowledging its
past atrocities, the Japanese government is trying to hand over its
responsibilities to its citizens by creating a private fund for
compensation to former comfort women in order to hand out charity

money.

We, former comfort women, find no reason to accept such money
from the Japanese citizens. We have received support money from our
own government and we are being supported by several women’s groups
in physical and mental ways. The Japanese government must reconsider
its position before attempting to solve the issue by doling out money to
us and by doing so, trying to cover up for its past atrocities. The
Japanese government should also try to understand why we refuse to
accept such "sympathy money" in order to recover our dignity and

honor.

We feel only anger at the Japanese government who insists it has
done nothing wrong, though the Japanese Army was involved in such
inhumane activities as forcing the women who were merely children
aged between 14 and 15 into serving its soldiers sexually. Even \though
we are not as powerful as Japan, it is against the law that a strong
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country distorts the past history in order to serve its own purpose.
That’s why we refuse to accept the money. Even though we have failed
to receive apologies and compensation from the Japanese authorities in
our time, I believe that future generations will not let the Japanese
government’s crime go untold. As a result, we do not see any reason to
accept such charity money and forget our past.

Some people claim that we are making a fuss over a thing of the
past. Let me remind you that it is not a thing of the past. We still
spend sleepless nights with our bodies shaking with unrelenting anger
whenever we think of what we’ve been through against our will. How
can it be a thing of the past when we, the victims, are still breathing
the same air as you? Who can understand our feelings and position?
We've lived for the past half century keeping all the pain and suffering
to ourselves. We couldn’t even open our hearts to our own parents and
siblings because of humiliation and self-loathing. Several years have
passed since we broke our silence and let the world know what the
Japanese government did to us. I feel quite frustrated that the issue is
yet to be solved. Even with the support of several groups, we still lack
power and I think it’s time for all people to join us in our battle
against injustice.

We had to suffer under the Japanese colonization in the past, and
although things are not the same any longer, Japan still regard us as
gullible.

Japan committed unspeakable crimes against the Korean people.
Japan set us apart by conscripting Korean men and sending them to
Sahalin and Yonbyun as Japanese soldiers, military orderlies, and
draftees.

Right now, the Japanese government seems to be glossing over the
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past by giving out charity money to us. They are mistaken if they
think we can be bought. We will never accept a private fund. We'd
rather die in honor by refusing the money than die in dishonor by
accepting such money.

When the latest earthquake happened, we felt anger at the careless
remarks made by some reckless men in Japan that we, the Korean,
started fires in the area. It is quite preposterous. However the trend
will continue unless Japan’s past crimes are brought to light.. Japan
should offer a sincere apology and compensation to us once and for all.
That is the only way we, both Koreans and Japanese, can live in
peace.
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Why We Oppose Civil Fund Raising ?

Itsuko Ishikawa(a Japanese)

Although we are opposed to the Japanese government’s proposal to
provide civii based non-governmental funding as a means of
compensating the victims of World War II who were exploited by a
militarism induced system of sexual slavery, the Japanese government
has not yet taken any legal steps in relation to its culpability in this
regard. 1 feel this reality is my responsibility, having been unable to
change the government’s decision relative to the idea of civil or private
based funding. As a matter of fact, before the survivors of war and
their supporters had spoken out about the serious problems caused by
Japan, we Japanese women should have known about these problems
and should have made all efforts to reveal the facts to our citizenry.
We continue to petition the Japanese government to provide a public
apology for the brutality inflicted and to provide compensation for each
individual victim.

1. Japanese Governmental Attitude

On December 22, 1994, Prime Minister Murayama replied as follows
to questions related to compensation on an individual basis for the
brutality inflicted through sexual slavery by the Japanese Imperial
Army :

(a) The government has not given any consideration to the question
of individual compensation to the victims of war, for Japan has
followed faithfully the terms of the San Francisco Peace Treaty
and other bilateral agreements.

(b) The government believes that the policies that were in place
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issue. At that meeting State Secretary Mr. Igarashi, who was with Mr.
Murayama, made the following statements:

(a) Diplomatic understandings are, that compensation for war victims
has already been completed through bilateral treaties. Because
the Republic of Korea did not agree to receive individual
compensation from the Japanese government, the Japanese
government has created the idea of civil or private based find
raising.

(b) In the 1995 National Budget, 500 million yen has been requested
for office expenses and publicity for the establishment of a
Citizens’ Foundation for the "comfort women".

() The Japanese Red Cross will cooperate in distributing the funds.
The government has requested federation of Economic
Organizations (Keidanren) and Labor Union(Rengo) cooperation in
this project.

(d) With the inclusion of Taiwan, the Philippines, Indonesia, and
Holland, we wish to hand out a letter written by the Prime
Minister to individual former "comfort women".

The Republic of Korea has indicated that it will cooperate in
meeting individual victim demands®. Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
has stated that although rights of national protection against further
war reparations have been mutually affirmed, rights to individual
claims are not erased by national laws.® Yet, the Japanese government
insists that the reason why individual compensation has not been paid
to the victims of war, is that States have not requested such, thereby
the responsibility has been removed from the Japanese government.

It is planned that war victim funds will be channeled through the
Japanese Red Cross, an institution in which Imperial family members
assume the positions of honorary president and vice-president but
within a historical situation in which the Showa emperor retained

23



supreme authority to wage the wars of invasion which constituted
World War II.

On January 24, 1995, Japanese defense counsel for former Republic
of Korea "comfort women", took a request for compromise to the
Japanese Government in order to present said compromise to the
Permanent Court of Arbitration(PCA). International jurisprudence is
one avenue of approach in solving the issue of sexual slavery establish
by the Imperial Army and Government of Japan. The dJapanese
government has rejected this compromise by suggesting that Japan has
completed its reparations obligations under the San Francisco Peace
Treaty and other related treaties.

On January 25, 1995 the Women’s Action Network on Militarism
and Sexual Slavery Issues met with five delegates of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in order to protest the government’s conclusion relative
to the Permanent Court of Arbitration, but the response was the same
as the government’s conclusion of the previous day. During the meeting
a representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs commented that
there was "nothing new in terms of content" in the report by Ms.
Radhika Coomaraswamy, the Special Rapporteur on Violence Against
Women of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights.
Regarding the ICJ Report, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs response
was; "These are not orders nor instructions. We have no legal
obligation to follow these recommendations." The final report (July 2,
1993) by Mr. Theo van Boven, Special Rapporteur, UN Human Rights
Commission, has been ignored by the Japanese government. Japanese
governmental officials are not aware that Japan was the oppressor and
invaded other Asians and their countries.

2. How the Civil or Private Fund Raising Idea Came About

On August 12, 1994 the Murayama Administration had established
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Declaration. At noon on August 15 of that year, the Showa Emperor
announced Japan’s surrender through a radio address stating that [this
war was inaugurated to defend Japan and obtain Asian stability, but
Japan did not seek to nullify Asian national sovereignty or to invade

Asian territory.']

Under Allied occupation the first Japanese National Diet session
opened with the establishment of a post-surrender Prince Higashikuni
cabinet. The Prime Minister, who was chosen from the imperial family,
underscored the Showa Emperor’s contribution to bringing an end to
World War II, and asked for repentance on the part of all Japanese
people because Japan had been defeated in the war.'® Newspapers
reported on the necessity of repentance on the part of 100 million
Japanese people, but never gave any thought to the ten million
Taiwanese and twenty million Koreans who suffered under Japan’s
colonial rule.

Only three days after the end of the war the Ministry of Home
Affairs ordered local governments to establish "comfort stations" for the
occupation army. On August 26, 1945 a Special Comfort Association
was organized and located in front of the plaza of Imperial Place in
Tokyo with legalized brothel operators being provided with 100 million
yen in government funds. This measure was created by the ruling
elites who were fearful that the emperor system could be compromised
by unarmed Japanese soldiers coming back from war and reacting to
the open sexual transgressions committed by the occupation army
against Japanese women. In order to sustain the emperor system,
Japanese women were offered to the occupation army as human
sacrifices. The Japanese government was pimping for the occupation
army and women were once again victimized by the state.'®

Japanese politics has been continued by the same old men who do
not believe that Japan invaded other Asian countries and who have no
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were once recognized as conscientious in their understandings, have
moved to the government position and have begun to cooperate in the
civil fund raising plan because it is said by them that the war was the
responsibility of both the citizenry of Japan as well as the Japanese

government.23

We have come to the conclusion that our movement in opposition to
the government idea of civil fund raising has not been understood by
many people nor has it had the power yet to change Japanese .

government policy.
3. Why We Oppose Civil Fund Raising

The Japanese government does not retain any adequate
understanding of the "comfort woman" system as an obviously gross
violation of human rights and as a monstrous crime against women
which was perpetrated on a massive scale. The Murayama cabinet, an
alliance of three political parties, was established after many
problematic compromises with the Liberal Democratic Party which still
retains a majority of seats in the Diet and supports Japan’s war of

invasion.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs believes that the issue of postwar
compensation is a hurdle which Japan must jump over in order to
become a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs believes that paying individual
compensation to "comfort women" will open up the issue of paying
individual compensation to other victims of war, and that such does
not serve the national interests of Japan. The government orientation
is that gross violations of human rights should remain uncompensated
and that war crimes are not to be considered. This results in more evil
and more profit for Japan.
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Peace Friendship Fund for Women" (supposedly collected through -civil
fund raising). The Japanese government is planning to raise the fund
between April and October, 1995 along with business organizations
such as Mikimusego, Guroyanakydeasego and Yosinagayoure. The
arrangement being that organizations give their collective money to
victims through any ooperative organization at a specific place(Korean
Red Cross in Korea) and with headquarters in Japanese Red Cross.
The main xis of this "Asia Peace Friendship Fund for Women" which' is
based on O.D.A., is to protect women’s human dignity and they attach
only a small part of this project to giving money to victims.
Furthermore, the title of "military sexual slavery" is avoided, thus
acting as a great counterplan to avoid acknowledging the historical
truth of military sexual slavery by Japan.

lll. The factors which make possible the idea of a private fund.

(1) The Japanese Government’s principle of not compensating any
War victim and the heavy wall of bureaucracy surrounding the
Japanese Government. :

In the interim report, the small committee explains the reasons why
there is a need for Japanese people’s broad participation in raising
"sympathy money". In regards to the demand of reparations for Asian
Pacific war victims, including former " comfort women ", the Japanese
Government has tried earnestly to cope with the issue through
international law and in accordance with the San Francisco Peace
Treaty and other related treaties. Therefore, since they believe they no
longer have any legal obligations all that remains is a moral
responsibility. Thus the Japanese Government encourages Japanese
people to participate as much as possible with this plan which relies
on public conscience.

The main principle with which the Japanese Government persists is
that they can not ompensate individual war victims. The underlying
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Women’s Network wishes to express its support for the Korean
Government. The real meaning of President Kim’s statement was to
urge the Japanese Government to resolve this issue as a matter of
moral conscience. Therefore, it is not seen as necessary for the Korean
Government to order Japanese Government to do this and to do that.

Regardless of the fact that the Korean Government has appealed to
the Japanese Government on a matter of upholding moral principles,
the Japanese Governments claims it is because of the Korean
government’s attitude that they can not compensate individual victims.

Further to this, the Japanese Government has ignored the
movement which is demanding that the issue go to the Permanent
Court of Arbitration, as well as demanding the punishment of
responsible persons and reparations, which are all recommendations of
the I.C.J(International Commission of Jurists), the United Nations and
other international human rights organizations. The Japanese
government has concluded that the only solution to this issue is to be
sympathy money raised by a private fund.

IV. Why do we oppose "sympathy money” ?

We believe that the plan for sympathy money by a private fund is
adeceptive solution and is a distortion of the truth. Victims and
supporting organizations fiercely disagree with it because ;

(1) It makes the Japanese Government’s responsibility unclear.

(2) It is not any solution. The money means nothing to victims
without the apology and individual reparations. The restoration of
victims’ honor is impossible with "sympathy money".

(3 It will become a Japanese national charitable work. It will
therefore not be clear tha the responsibility is of individuals as well as
a nation. If we ignore his fact and accept the "sympathy money" then
we will never reach our goals of fact-finding and correcting history. We
remember how only recently Japanese cabinet ministers have distorted

35









government’s national policy to establish and maintain the comfort
system. The magnitude of such a crime runs deep. It disregards
international law, morality and justice by violating women’s purity and
lives; it tarnished the dignity and honor of powerless with its
combination of medieval brutality and modern slyness.

Despite that, the Japanese government has so far failed to take
responsibility for its past wrongdoings and to grant national
compensation to its victims. Such an attitude is an insult to victims
and a clear defiance of history. '

What’s more, the Japanese government is trying to cover up the
incident and to avoid responsibility by coming up with the so-called
private fund. Not only former comfort women but also people who
respect justice will never let the Japanese government off the hook no
matter how hard it tries to rationalize the private fund with sweet
talk.

The first reason for our negative response to the private fund is
that the Japanese government produced it by a way of evading
responsibility. The Japanese government seems to rely on two factors
for refusing to pay national compensation to victims.

One excuse is the lack of physical evidence which implicates the
Japanese government in the comfort women system. The other excuse
is that all reparations have been settled by bilateral treaties with
individual countries after the end of World War Two. Both are
preposterous excuses.

The Japanese government’s impertinence is clearly shown in the
way that they it has concealed all the evidence and documents
regarding the Japanese army’s comfort women system and insisted on
its innocence.

From the start, the Japanese governmenf showed no willingness to
clear its score with Asian countries. Japanese authorities, . taking
advantage of the reluctance of former comfort women to reveal their
experiences as victims and the fact that most comfort women were
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Not only has the Japanese Government neglected to do this but it
has not made any effort to release information materials related to the
war period. This neglect to do so only further reflects the belief that
the Japanese Government has something to hide. They have not
conceded to any demands to release materials related to the issue
which are currently closed to the public. They are trying to avoid
clarifying where the responsibility lies by establishing this plan for
"Sympathy Money,". If the money is raised by Japanese civilians in a
fundraising program, it will be remitting the Japanese Government of
their legal responsibility for war victims.

3. The survivors of military sexual slavery by Japan are women
who should not be objects of sympathy or pity, rather they should
be offered apologies and reparations under International Law in
order to restore their human dignity and honor.

These survivors are living history of military sexual slavery by
Japan. They are still struggling with what they have gone through and
their deep wounds. So called "Sympathy Money" or any other measure
has nothing to do with their healing if it is not the expression of a
sincere apology and reparation. Besides this, nothing can restore their
human dignity. When the Japanese Government tries to deal with this
issue as a money matter, it steps on the survivors’ human dignity
again because it distracts the focus from the issue of the Military
Sexual Slavery, and instead belittles the reparations to donations to
poor women in poor Asian countries.

Therefore, survivors, activists and other militants have been
demonstrating in front of the Japanese Embassy. The 155th
demonstration will be held on March 1, 1995. Survivors are still
screaming: "We dont need sympathy money." "Give it to your Japanese
beggers!" "Give me back my youth!" "I don’t need such money, even -all
the money in Japan is no compensation without an official apology."


















Why we oppose "sympathy money?”

The drafting of the Comfort Women is a systematic crime committed
by the Japanese government . The nature of the crime is forced sex
slavery and systematic rape. It is a gross violation of human rights,.
violation of the War Law and the Law of trafficking of Children and
Women. These women were physically and psychologically assaulted, or
even killed in the War. Their lives have been totally changed since
these assaults.

Therefore, the Japanese government should compensate these women
for the crime it has committed, according to the law. The Japanese
government should provide proper reparations to these women
according to the severity and nature of the crime. Otherwise, this issue
remains unjust. ‘

The proper reparation should be individually paid to these women
and the resource of money should come from the government, instead
of being providled by a private fund. The reparation is the
responsibility of the Japanese Government, not any other people nor
any organization. The proper reparations for these women should
include both material and spiritual reparations. Therefore, the amount
of the reparation money should be substantial enough to be equal to
the nature and damages of the crime. Taiwanese Comfort Women have
requested that the amount of the reparation should be at least twenty
million Japanese Yen.

The plan of "sympathy money" and "private fund" is not a proper
reparation at all. These women, for all their lives, in their old age and
in their death beds, have been waiting for justice. Justice at least
should include the return of their dignity, the formal apology from the
Diet of the Japanese government, the full investigation of the issue,
and the proper reparations for these women. For a long time and on
many different ocassions, these women from different victimized
countries have made their requests very clearly.
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took pity on her and let her write down his name in that blank.

The 50-year-old birth certificate which Rosalyn still cherishes like a
jewel shows that Sake Moto is the father of Frira Rose. After Rosalyn
gave birth, raids from Penang began. Rosalyn asked a Japanese doctor
in the hospital to let her stay there for a month since she had
nowhere to go. Japan surrendered in August that year.

After the war, Rosalyn had to take care of her three children.
There were few jobs available for her to make money and leave her
children to a babysitter. She worked at a cabaret called Parkle Theater
in City Riter. At that time, a lot of boats stayed at Penang Island with
many sailors. She was paid $1.20 for one dance, of which she could
take home only 90cents. Anyway, she worked very hard to raise her
four children including the last child who was born later.

She never got married again. She did her best to bring up her
children who left home one by one when they were old enough to take
care of themselves. One of her children went to Brunei, Rose went to
Britain and the remaining two went to Kuala Lumpur. As for Rosalyn,
she lived selling lotteries until the age of 70 after she could no longer
work at the cabaret. She now lives alone.

I was curious why a 78-year-old woman who is small and becomes
sick frequently made up her mind to tell her story. When asked, she
showed me a clipping from a English tabloid among many other
collected newspaper clippings, saying that she decided to speak out
after she read the article. The article was about the Asian Court of
Women’s human rights held at the International Conference Room of
Tokyo University last May. A reporter, Baradan, of the Malaysia Stars
covered the story. I blurted out, "We did it." at that moment. She
always saved a newspaper whenever she saw an article dealing with
the former comfort women by the Japanese army. This article was
quite different from the previous ones. In it, former comfort women
shared their experiences with hundreds of people in the audience.
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Hague Convention of 1907 on War Crimes and Crimes Against

Humanity.
REPORT OF LILA-PILIPINA and TFFCW'S ACTIVITIES AND ACTIONS ;

On October 29, 1992, TFFCW and AWHRC paid tribute to the first
Filipino comfort women survivors during a moving Solidarity Gathering
for the lolas. )

In 1992 and 1993, Fact-Finding Missions were held by Japanese
Lawyers in the Philippines, consisting of interviews with survivors.

In April, 1993, LILA-PILIPINA held a press conference at the
Foreign Correspondents Club in Tokyo.

On July 31, 1994, LILA-PILIPINA held a protest meeting and
General Assembly hosted by the 7th Fact Finding Mission of Japanese
lawyers. There was a Solidarity Dance and distribution of Department
of Health Memo and Medical Cards.

On June 15, 1994, a Peace Keeping Operation Bill anniversary rally
was held in front of the Japanese embassy in coordination with
progressive organizations like BAYAN, KMU(Trade Union movement),
League of Filipino Students, Nuclear Free Philippines Coalition, SCMP
and Gabriela.

On May 13-16, 1994, LILA-PILIPINA held its national planning and
consultation meeting.

On dJune 3, 1994, LILA members attended the fourth court trial for
the lawsuit of the Filipino comfort women, conducted at the Tokyo
District Court. A march which mobilized 700 people was held on
June 6 together with representatives of the Korean comfort women and
Japanese solidarity groups and individuals.

On June 25, 1994, LILA-PILIPINA held its Quarterly General
Assembly and Lola’s birthday celebration. There was a presentation of
quilts during the multiple celebrations.

On:July 8, 1994, LILA-PILIPINA held a Relief Rummage Sale,
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and punishment of criminals, guaranteed compensation for survivors,
public education, and strengthening of international solidarity.

In the month of February, 1995, LILA-PILIPINA is coming out with
a paid ad in Filipino national newspapers dramatizing the lolas’
demand for justice and compensation. Entitled "We are Not Beggars;
No to Charity Money, Yes to Compensation", the ad expresses the lolas’
protest over Japan’s intent to give charity money, for they would settle
for no less than compensation and apology from the Japanése
government for every individual comfort women survivor. The ad aims
to popularize the issue and garner strong support for the lolas’
demands.

REASONS TO HOPE ;

Since the start of our movement, we at LILA-PILIPINA have
received the support of many Asian women’s groups and international
human rights organizations, including the International Commission of
Jurists and the Women’s International Loague for Peace and Freedom.

The comfort women system has brought shame, disrepute, and
unspeakable trauma to the women who were victimized by this heinous
crime. We know by now that comfort women were raped through a
torture and human degradation. For almost 50 years, the Japanese
government sought to hide this reality. For almost 50 years, we the
survivors bravely lived in silence, bearing the stigma of their ordeal
despite the absence of any support system. We continue to live with
the violence of its memory to this day, our grievance still without
redress. It is a violence made invisible by governments and the
societies to which we belong.

Our hope lies in our resolve to pursue our campaigns on the
national and international levels, using the Japanese court as one
avenue, and the United Nations system as another channel, to seek
redress for grievances of the comfort women. We must increase the
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order for the young people to understand the "comfort women" issue we
are producing a video program consisting of two parts: Part I is
resources taken from a historical perspective and Part II includes
problems related to compensation for war victims, conditions of Korean
residents in Japan and women’s issues. The present prostitution
problem on military bases, trafficking of women from other Asian
countries to Japan, and limitless sexual violence of women are the
recurrence of comfort women experiences in the present social situation.

Through the international network of women an apology to war
survivors and individual compensation must be realized. Remembering
the 50th anniversary of the end of World War II, ending we commit
ourselves to work for a solution to these issues.
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For The Solution of Japanese Military’s
"Comfort Women" Issue

Tsuburaya Kyouko
(Japan)

l. As citizens of Japan, a past aggressor of Asia

We are at this meeting feeling tense as Japanese women. We are
painfully conscious of the fact that our country was an aggressor in
Asia.

Through our activities trying to solve Japanese military’s "comfort
women" issue. We have learned more about the wrong history
education Japanese people are getting and the wrong direction Japan
has been taking. In our activity to correct these we should always be
aware that Japan’s wrong stance will distort the personality of
individuals and at the same time the sound development of the society
as a whole. To bring the change it is essential to make the Japanese
government take official responsibility.

And, as women as well as human beings, we have listened the crie
of victims with pain in heart. We have shuddered at the atrocities, fe
anger at the human right abuses toward women by state power. W
think Japanese government’s public apology, the individual compensati
to the victims and prosecution of the persons responsible are essential
restore the human rights and dignity of the victims. We regret that w
could not come to realize this until the victims themselves started to giv
the cries of accusation forty years after the war.

We would like to take this opportunity to offer our solidarity with
you all. Now we would like to make a report about the measures we
are going to take.
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3) Asian Women’s Solidarity Work
Solidarity with North Korean Women: We of the Korean Council

have worked toward the solidarity with North Korean women through
the forum which targeted the roles of South and North Korean women
with Japanese women for Asian peace, as well as through UN activities.

Solidarity with Japanese Women: We of the Korean Council have
attempted to promote the awareness of this issue among Japanese people
and to awaken the conscience of the Japanese government through the
solidarity work with Japanese women’s organizations, scholars, lawyers,
and civil groups.

When the Korean Council decided to take this case to the
International Permanent Court of Arbitration a group for achieving the
proposal of the PCA was formed in Japan, mostly by activists and
lawyers. The Korean Council has had solidarity with this group in
holding meetings and demonstrations to send our messages to the
Japanese Government.

Solidarity with Asian Women: We held the first Asian Solidarity
Forum in Seoul on August 10 - 11, 1992 and decided to hold the forum
regularly from that time. Participants have come from North Korea,
Taiwan, the Philippines, Indonesia, China, Japan and the Netherlands.

4) Services and Support for the Survivors.

The Korean Council established the "National Fund-Raising
Headquarters for the former ’‘comfort women™ in December 1992. As a
result, each of sixty two surviving former "comfort women" received 2.5
million won.

The Korean Government established a "Relief Policy" to support the
surviving "comfort women" financially. New legislation proposed by the
Ministry of Health and Social Affairs was passed on May 19th, 1993 in
the National Assembly entitled "The Social Security Law for the ’comfort
women’ of the Japanese Army during the period of Japanese Colonial
Rule". The law guarantees each survivor a monthly allowance of 200,000
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4, Attempting to file a lawsuit through the ILO(International
Labor Office)

As was already mentioned, military sexual slavery goes against the
Forced Labor Convention of 1930. In this convention forced labor is
defined as any labor carried out under threatening or disadvantaging
circumstances. In an unavoidable case, some forced labor is acceptable
but only in those conditions stipulated by the convention. Specifically, it
prohibits women’s forced labor at any time by stating that only healthy
males who are over 18 and under 45 years can be recruited. Therefore it
is clear that no woman can be drafted for forced labor in any
circumstance. Thus, the military sexual slavery by Japan is a violation of
the Forced Labor Convention.

The Japanese government ratified the Forced Labor Convention on
Nov. 21, 1932 and it became effective on Nov. 21, 1933. Once such a
convention becomes effective, the repeal of the convention is prohibited
for ten years from the time it came into effect. Therefore, Japan ought to
have been restricted by this convention during the whole time it enforced
the system of military sexual slavery, and the convention should have
remained in effect until at least Nov. 21, 1944.

According to legal professionals, Korean labor organizations can file a
law suit against the Japanese government for the issue of military sexual
slavery because Japan has infect broken an international convention.
Therefore The Korean Council is trying to resolve the issue through the
ILO law suit, and by applying international pressure through our various

activities.
5. Progress of fact-finding work and preparation of resource center
Because Japan has not opened to the public nor the United Nations,

important materials needed for fact-finding, it is important that the facts
are clarified through the testimonies of victims in Korea. The Korean
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Final Discussions and Adoption of the Resolution

The following is a summary of the final discussions adjusted by the
editor

1. Discussions on living conditions of comfort women in Asian

countries and aid plans.
Response :

Even though they are in poor condition due to old ages and complex
illness, they are being taken care of by the welfare department of the
Korean Council. At present, they are granted 200,000 won monthly by
the government. From now on, we are going to ask the government to
guarantee them the minimum standard of living costs and
medicare.(Response by Kim, Hye Won from South Korea)

Philippine comfort women are living in poverty. Their housing
arrangements and livelihood are desperate. Though Lila-Philippina
supports them, the situation is quite serious without government’s
subsidy. Under the circumstances, they may feel like receiving money if
the Japanese government offers them money. However, they argue that
they will not accept money without reason(Response by Nelia Sancho
from the Philippines).

Few Tiwanese comfort women have children and even if they have
adopted children, their living conditions are poor. Our organization has
kept in touch with them and given advice since 1992. Their ages range
from 70 to 78 and the Foreign Ministry has looked into the matter
and announced that it would pay $900 per victim, the minimum
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Unless the issue of military sexual slavery is resolved, war will
continue to go on in the hearts of the victims and other angry Asians.
Moreover, the danger of war remains in the very existence of rightists
in Japan, who have not apologized for what they did during the war
and continue to support remilitarization. Thus, while the issue of
military sexual slavery may have occured in the past it is an important
issue in regards to establishing women’s human rights and peace in
Asia, now and in the future. .

The participants of this Forum wish to express our anger again at
the Japanese Government’s inability to implement the demands of the
participants of the Second Asian Solidarity Forum on Military Sexual
Slavery held on October 21-22, 1993 in Japan. Once again, we strongly
demand the following:

1. That the Japanese Government acknowledge that the system of
military sexual slavery is a war crime committed by the fascist
imperialist and militaristic state power.

9. That the Japanese Government conduct investigations in Asia and
the Pacific on the total number of women drafted from each
country and release the third fact-finding report.

3. That the Japanese Government should withdraw the plan of
"Comfort Money by a private fund" and establish a Special Law
for Reparations.

4. That the Japanese Government should follow the International
Law and sign the International Convention of Non-Applicability of
Statutory Limitation for War Crimes and Violation of Human
Rights.

5. That the Japanese Government should accept the proposal of the
Permanent Court of Arbitration.

6. That the Japanese Government should educate youngergenerations
about the truth of history, human rights and world peace in
order to prevent such a war of invasion again in the future.
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Korean Victims (Kim Un Rye & Park Du Ri)
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systematic rape, sexual slavery and slavery-like practices during
wartime, including internal armed conflict, to the Sub-Commission at
its forty-seventh session.The UN Sub-Commission decided to recommend
that the Special Rapporteurs on the question of the impunity of
perpetrators of violations of human rights take into consideration the
information on the sexual exploitation of women and other forms of

forced labor during wartime,

4, WE STRONGLY OPPOSE JAPAN BECOMING A PERMANENT
MEMBER OF THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL.

Japan should fulfil its moral and legal obligations to redress the
gross violations of human rights and military sexual slavery during
World War II if it really wishes to become a member of the Security
Council as a leading nation politically for international community.Any
nation which wishes to be an international political leader should first
keep the international law itself. Therefore Japan is not qualified to be
a permanent member of the UN Security Council until it has fulfilled
its moral and legal obligation to the victims of its military aggression
in Asia - especially to those women victims of its military sexual

slavery system.

WE STRONGLY OPPOSE JAPAN BECOMING A PERMANENT
MEMBER OF THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL.

NAME OR SIGNATURE ADDRESS
NAME OF ORGANIZATION

Please return signed forms to The Korean Council for Women
Drafted for Military Sexual Slavery by Japan, Rm.305, CISJD Building,
35 Chungjungro 2ga, Seodemunku, Seoul Korea 120-012,

Tel) 82-2-365-4016 Fax) 82-2-365-4017
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to Korea. Many of them stayed abroad because the humiliation and
pain were too deep for them to overcome. Even today, most of them
suffer from physical illnesses and/or psychological, mental and emotional
wounds.

Who destroyed the hopes of these women?

Who ruined their dreams?

Who stole their souls?

Who can ever give them back their dignity, their pride, and their *

self-respect?

The former so-called "comfort women" were once little girls who had
great dreams for their futures. Their dreams were suddenly destroyed
as they were abducted from their schools, homes, fields, and
playgrounds. They were deceived into believing that they would be
working in labor camps or factories for the Japanese Army. This,
unfortunately, was not to be the case. In this way, their dreams
became their greatest nightmare. They could never have imagined what
was to come. Their future was destroyed with the violent acts of rape,
physical abuse, and emotional torture. With the physical and emotional
trauma that they encountered they would never enjoy those rites of
passage other Korean women would experience. Who was and still is
responsible for these women’s fate? Who can give them back their hope,
their dreams, their youth? How can they ever retrieve their dignity,
their pride, and or their self-respect? Military sexual slavery is a war
crime and a crime against humanity according to International Law.

II. EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE MILITARY SEXUAL SLAVERY
ISSUE

A. COMBINED EFFORTS

The desire to resolve this issue and to retrieve the due reparations
to the former "comfort women" has been a combined effort.
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B. THE ORGANIZATION OF "THE KOREAN COUNCIL FOR THE
KOREAN WOMEN DRAFTED FOR MILITARY SEXUAL SLAVERY BY
JAPAN.

On November 16, 1990, the combined efforts of the various
individuals and groups culminated with the formation of "The Korean
Council for the Women Drafted for the Military Sexual Slavery by
Japan." (Hereafter, the Korean Council). This Council concentrates fits
efforts primarily on resolving this problem by confronting the Japanese
and Korean Governments, raising public awareness of this issue within
the international community, and caring for the former ‘"comfort
women".

1) Activities Against the Japanese Government

a) When the Korean Council first formed and began to protest in
1990, the Japanese Government denied the fact that military sexual
slavery even existed. Then, a Japanese scholar brought to light
documents clearly proving that the Japanese Government was fully
aware of the mobilization of sexual slaves. Thus, they were forced
finally to admit to their partial involvement in this issue. The Korean
Council has made seven demands to the Japanese Government. These
are the goals of the Korean Council’s movement:

* Acknowledge the crime of the Korean women drafted for sexual
slavery by Japan!

* Reveal the whole contents of the crime of military sexual slavery !

* Apologize formally about the crime of military sexual slavery !

* Erect memorial tablets for the victims of military sexual slavery !

* Pay reparations for the survivors and the bereaved families !

* Record the crime of military sexual slavery by Japan in school
textbooks and to educate younger generations about the crime in its
entirety !

* Punish the criminals !
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b) Wednesday Demonstrations

The Korean Council has held a demonstration every Wednesday in
front of the Japanese Embassy since January 8th, 1992 without missing .
one occasion. August 10th, 1994 marked the 130th consecutive
demonstration.

¢) June 1991 - (Tokyo) "The Pacific War victims and Bereaved
Families Association" filed suit against the Japanese government in
Civil Court. Nine of the forty-nine plaintiffs were former "comfort
women." It was the first time that the issue of the "comfort women"
was revealed in a court of law against the Japanese Government.

d) February, 1993 - The Korean Council tried to file a law suit in
Japan to receive legal reperations, but it was refused on the excuse of
a period of prescription.

e) The Japanese Government has never sincerely admitted to their
responsibilities in organizing a system of military sexual slavery since
the war's end. Rather, they have been trying to hide the truth.
Recently the Japanese Prime Minister reported that the Japanese
Government is planning to set up a "Sympathy Money" system which
would be raised by non-Governmental organizations, in lieu of the
legal monetary reparations due to the former "comfort women." The
Korean Council rejects this plan, for it does no justice to repair the
damages suffered by these women. Rather it is a measure to avoid
legal Japanese Government responsibility.

2) Activities against the Korean Government

a) The Korean Council first demanded the Korean Government
establish a policy in support of the former "comfort women". The
result of this demand was the following: "The Financial Support for
the ’comfort women’ of the Japanese Army under colonial rule", created
in April 1993. This proposal, which gives a monthly subsidy .to the
former comfort women, was passed in a temporary session of the
National Assembly on May 18, 1993. ’
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b) The government made available a hot-line in each district for
people to call with information concerning the issue of military sexual
slavery. This Financial Support and hot-line have been the only
actions taken by the Korean Government. There has been no strong
position taken by the Korean Government. This status quo imposing,
weak stance of the Korean Government has contributed to the relaxed
and reluctant attitude of the Japanese Government’s in their efforts to
fulfill its legal obligation. )

In addition to the goals of the Korean Council, we have developed
our own movement to research into this issue. The following is a
summary of the Korean Council’s activities from November 1990 to
August 1994.

C. MOVEMENTS for FACT FINDINGS

1) Hot-line

Before the Korean government established a hot-line in 1992, the
Korean Council had already installed a hotline to report any
information involving the former "comfort women". On August 14th,
1991, Kim Hak-sun was the first person to report her experience as a
"comfort woman". She made her report in anger, when she heard the
news that the Japanese Government denied its involvement in the
military sexual slavery issue. About 200 survivors have reported thus
far through the hot-line.

2) The Organization of the Committee of Survey and Investigation

In August 1993, the Korean Council organized a Committee of
Survey and Investigation, to unveil the hidden historical documents
proving the testimonies of the former "comfort women". Members of
the committee include historians, social scientists, and scholars from
Japan, the US, and Korea. In December 1994, the committee will
publish a "white paper" concerning this issue.
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"The Report of the First Asian Women’s Forum"; and the fourth, "The
Military Sexual Slavery Issue and the Legal Responsibilities of the
Japanese Government'". :
4) Lectures and Speeches
The Korean Council provides speakers or resource people in response
to many requests from universities, churches, students and citizen’

groups.

E. SERVICES and SUPPORT for THE SURVIVORS

(1) National Campaign for Fund-Raising

The Japanese Government has proposed providing a charity fund for
the former "comfort women" instead of the full legal reparations. The
Korean Council believes that the Japanese Government should pay the
full economic reparations to each victim according to international law.
Therefore, we do not accept this charity fund as a satisfactory
compensation. The Korean Council established the "National
Fund-Raising Headquarters for the Former ’Comfort Women™ in
December 1992. People from Korea and abroad have been continuously
sending donations in support of the Korean Council's work. As a
result, each of the sixty-two surviving "comfort women" received 2.5
million Won (approximately $3125)

(2) Relief Policy of the Korean Government

The Korean Government has finally made a "Relief Policy" to
support the surviving "comfort women" financially. A new legislation
proposed by the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs was passed on
May 19th, 1993 in the National Assembly entitled "The Social Security
Law for the "Comfort Women" of the Japanese Army during the
Japanese Colonial Rule". It guarantees each survivor a sum of 5
million Won(equivalent to US $6.250), as well as a monthly allowance
of 150.000 Won (approx. US $187.00). Other security measures include
a monthly assistance of 10kg of rice, 2.5kg of barley, 20.000Won(US
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$25.00) for food, 15.000Won(US $18.75) for fuel, free medical insurance,
and renting priority of government housing. The Korean Council
considers this new government policy a victory of its campaign efforts
and a sign of strong national sympathy towards the survivors.

(3) Establishment of a "Sharing House"

A communal "Sharing House" for six of the survivors of military
sexual slavery was established with the help of a Buddhist Committee
for Human Rights, a member organization of the Korean Council. )

(4) Medical Care

The Korean Council provides regular check-ups by a volunteer
visiting nurse. They are also provided with regular visits to a Korean
Medicine doctor and free medical care in hospitals.

(5) Counseling and peer support group

The Korean Council provides counselling and peer support groups in
order to help the former ‘“comfort women" emotionally and
psychologically. We need to respond to the many psychological and
emotional problems of these women so that they can at least have as
peaceful a life as possible in their old age.

(6) Drawing class and the Korean Alphabet class

Former "comfort women" who were illiterate are learning the Korean
Alphabet. They now can feel more self-reliant by reading street signs
on their own. Thus, they can begin to rebuild their self-esteem and
confidence. There has also been efforts in art therapy for these women.
Instead of always stating their experiences, they now can draw to
express their feelings in a different form through art.

F. INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT
(1) Activities at the UN

a) The Korean Council approached the UN in February 1992 with a
letter to the Secretary-General, calling his attention to the problem of
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b) At the World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna on June 17,
the Korean Council made a joint oral statement with four other
organizations to emphasize and to request that the perpetrators of war
crimes by Japan during World War II be punished. For European
victims, there was the Batavia Military Court of the Japanese Officers
who committed these war crimes, and in February 1993, the UN
Security Council decided to set up an international Tribunal to punish
war criminals including organized, armed rapists in former Yugoslavia.
Thus far though, there has been no such tribunal for the former
"comfort women." However, the World Conference on Human Rights
proposed to establish an effective means to prosecute the crimes of
military sexual slavery, e.g. an international permanent criminal court.

¢) CEDAW(Committee on Elimination of Discrimination against
Women) held its 13th Session on January 1994. They reviewed the
Japanese Government’s report on the issue of military sexual slavery.
The following statement is the headline from the official press on 27
January 1994, prepared by the Department of Public Information of
the United Nations: "Experts at the CEDAW Urge Japan Not to Ignore
the Legacy of ‘Comfort Women’."

d) The UN Working Group on Contemporary Forms of Slavery on
June 23, 1994 recommended that both the victims of military sexual
slavery and the Japanese Government settle the dispute at the
Permanent Court of Arbitration in Hague, the Netherlands.

e) Jakarta Declaration at the Asian Pacific Ministerial Meeting

On June 7-14, 1994, the Asian-Pacific Ministerial Meeting on the
"Role of Women in Development" was held in Jakarta. In regard to the
military sexual slavery issue, Japan strongly opposed the meetimg’s
proposed plan of action because it stressed the condemnation and
punishment of the systematic raping and sexual slavery of the former
"comfort women". The senior official meeting of the Jakarta Declaration
made the following statement regarding its proposal : " We ask all
governments to condemn strongly the systematic raping of women in
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situations of war and armed conflict and to support calls for the
punishment of the guilty parties." Japan wanted to attach the
amendment stating, "when such cases (of systematic raping) occurs "
but this was rejected by the members participating in the conference.

(2) Solidarity with Asian Women

The Korean council works in conjuction with women’s organizations
in the Philippines, Taiwan, Japan, Hogn Kong, Thailand, and Indonesia.
These groups understand the military sexual slavery issue in the same
light as the recent problems problems of sex tourism, child prostitution,
and sexual traffic in southest Asia. Much has been accomplished
through solidarity efforts. The Japanese women’s movement should be
especially credited. Without Japanese women’s solidarity, we could not
have progressed this far.

a) Solidarity Demonstration

In March 1993, the Korean Council proposed that Asian women
participate in a solidarity demonstration in commemoration of the
"March First" protest, one of the most famous liberation protests under
Japanese colonial in 1919. Delegates from the Philippines and Japan
joined us in this event.

b) Joint Symposium - The Korean Council and the Task Force of
Filippino Victims of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan attended the
World Conference on Human Rights Asian Committee in March of 1993
and the World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna in June, 1993,

¢) dJoint Asian Statement of protest against Japan’s attempt to
become a Permanent Member of the UN Security Council in July of
1993. Five Asian countries as well as NGOs in North America and the
Netherland issued a formal joint statement.

d) Asian Women Solidarity Forum

In August, 1992, the first Asian Solidarity Forum was held in Seoul,
sponsored by the Korean Council. Delegates came from the Philippines,
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Japan, Taiwan, Thailand and Hong Kong. In October 1993, the Second
Asian Solidarity Forum was held in Tokyo. The Forum is to be held
in Feb. 1995 in Seoul sponsored by the Korean Council. Through this
forum we have further explored the issue and developed strategies to
pursue the goals in solidarity.

e) Joint Asian Group’s Press Conference

On behalf of forty Asian NGOs from Korea, the Phillippines, and
Japan, the Japanese NGOs held a press conference on July 18, ‘&
August 22, 1994, to protest the Japanese Government’s plan to create
an "Asian Center" and "Sympathy Gift" in lieu of the individual
reparations the former "comfort women" are demanding.

f) The Japanese NGOs Joint Statement

On July 20, 1994, the Japanese NGOs made a joint statement to
support the Korean Council’s plan to take the case of the military
sexual slavery by Japan to the Permanent Court of Arbitration.

3) Solidarity with International Communities

In response to the Korean Council’'s movement, people from all over
the world have responded positively and have expressed their support
and solidarity. As the feminist consciousness increases and progresses,
women are becoming more aware of their own human rights. When
women begin to raise their voices against gender violence, there are
results: the UN appointed a special rapporteur to research violence
against women; academic research and study have been done in many
areas and with various perspectives; and organizations like the Korean
Council are being formed internationally.

a) The International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) sent two women
Jurists to investigate the issue of military sexual slavery by Japan.
They interviewed 16 former "Comfort Women". Their interviews went
deeply into the women’s experiences and they shed tears together. The
ICJ published an interim report and presented it to the Working
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Korean residents in the US, Canada, and Germany, who are working
on this problem and also networks with other women’s organizations
and human rights organizations. Korean-Americans organized Coalitions
for the Women drafted for military sexual slavery by Japan in New
York, Washington D.C., Los Angeles, Chicago, and in Canada. They
started demonstrations to denounce the crimes that Japan committed
aganist the Korean women and to support survivors. The Washington
and New York  Coalitions held demonstrations against Emperor
Akihito’s visit to Washington D.C. & New York in June, 1994. They
have been involved in a letter campaign to the United Nations to the
Japanese Government as well as other international agencies to press
for the solution of the issue. The Korean Women’s Association in
Germany also organized a Council for this issue. They have already
held lectures. The Korean Council sent delegates from Korea to
participate in all of thsse demonstrations and meetings in Washington
D.C., New York, and Boston.

III. WHERE ARE WE NOW ?
A. Remaining Problems

1) Fact-finding

We demand the Japanese Government research further into this
issue. They have thus far released two reports (The first in July, 1992
and the second in August, 1993). The Japanese Government has done
nothing further than this. In the report, they reluctantly admitted to
their partial involvement. The report made no mention of how many
‘comfort women’ were mobilized by force, nor did it relate the entirety
of the issue of sexual slavery. Also there was no mention or description
of the ’‘comfort stations’ themselves, nor of the places to which the
women were drafted. The Japanese Government has made no efffort to
release the information materials related to the war period. This kind
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away since the Korean Council was formed. Thus the dJapanese
Government should pay reparation to each individual as quickly as
possible. Before their lives end they should be granted some peace, for
once in their lives, if not emotionally, then at least financially. On the
contrary, the Japanese Government plans a charity fund or "sympathy
money" by non-governmental fund raising. This is proof that Japan has
not recognized its guilt and is not willing to assume its legal
responsibility, but prefers to treat these women as cases of charity. The
reason why we should demand reparation is that it is the only clear
and visible means for apology and atonement, and to bring justice,
according to the report of Prof. Theo van Boven, the UN Special
Rapporteur on the right to restitution, compensation and rehabilitation
for the victims of gross violations of human rights and fundamental
freedoms.(E/CN.4 /Sub.2 / 1993/8)

As The Korean Council, neighboring Asian Countries, and
international communities have been criticizing the Japanese
Government, Japan has finally responded with a plan to create a
‘Peace Exchange Fund to promote the study of Japan’s wartime
activities, youth exchanges between Japan and other Asian countries,
and the establishment of a women’s self-support center to provide
vocational training for Asian women or a Sympathy Fund’ to create a
fund for "comfort women" in lieu of the requested reparations. If
Japan’s 'Peace Exchange Fund’ is used to propagate Japanese culture,
then it can not be used as a means of atonement for Japanese war
crimes. If the Japanese Government really wants to uphold its legal
responsibility to the victims and to apologize for their violations against
human rights, there is no reason to avoid paying the individual
reparations, nor to create a 'Peace Exchange Fund’ or a ’Sympathy
Fund’, which has nothing to do with their redress for their crimes.

Recently the ICJ(International Commission of Jurists) recommended
that pending action of taking steps to fully rehabilitate the victims, the
Japanese Government should pay, as a purely interim measure,
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the name of Japan. This kind of one-sided representation of the past
can only lead to more confusion about Japan’s guilt and responsibility
of war crimes for future generations. The victims are still suffering
from the effect of the war. Yet, the guilty are left unpunished. When
can the ‘comfort women’ attain their due justice ?

B. Tasks

1) Campaigns for the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA)

The Korean Council has finally decided to take the case to the PCA
to have a fair judgement for both parties according to international law
by which all sovereignties must abide. We are now preparing
campaigns for the PCA trial at home and abroad to put pressure on
the Japanese Government to take this case to court. If they have
nothing to hide, and if they have no resposibility, they should have no
objections to this decision.

2) Signature Campaign opposing Japan’s becoming a Permanent
Member of the UN Security Council.

The Korean Council will sponsor a signature campaign internationlly.
We strongly believe that the Japanese Government is not qualified to
be a permanent member of the UN Security Council until it has
fulfilled its legal obligations to the war victims in Asia -- especially to
the women victims of its military sexual slavery system. Japan should
fulfil its moral and legal obligations to redress the gross violations of
human rights and military sexual slavery during World War II if it
really wishes to become a member of the Security Council as a leading
nation in the international community. Any nation which wishes to be
an international political leader should first abide by international law
itself. The Korean Council will lobby and campaign the UN member
states not to allow Japan to become a Permanent Member of the UN
Security Council. The Korean Council calls upon all women in the
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6) Opening of "Women & War Historical Museum"

In Commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the Liberation of
Korea, we are planning to open the "Women & War Historical
Museum" to show to the public the historical materials, documents,
books, and pictures related to the ’comfort women’ issue which we have
collected thus far. It will be used for public education and to spread
the knowledge dealing with the issue of military sexual slavery.

7) Exploration of the issue of "comfort women" in China abandoned
by the Japanese Army after WW II. The Korean Council and members
of RACW recently found nine former ’comfort women’ in April, 1994, in
Woohan, China. They are a typical case of comfort women deserted by
the Japanese soldiers. They were placed where the headquarter for the
Japanese Army existed in China. They were forced to be sexual slaves
for the Japanese soldiers, and at the time of the ceasefire, they were
abandoned. The Korean Council is planning to invite them to visit
their homeland for their first time since they left home 50 years ago
to draw attention from all over the world, and to explore the issue.

IV. PLAN OF ACTION

1) Japanese Government should be urged to acknowledge and reveal
the whole contents of the crime of military sexual slavery in Asia.

2) Japanese Government should be urged to issue an official apology
from the Diet to each individual victim and pay economic reparations to
all victims of the military sexual slavery in Asia.

3) Japanese Government should be urged to erect memorial tablets
for deceased victim and record the crime and educate younger
generations.

4) Japanese Government should be urged to bring the perpetrators
to justice.

5) Japanese Government should be wurged to follow the
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go unresolved. They will carry through to unveil the truth and to bring
justice to these women long after these ’comfort women’ have passed
away. It is evident that the Japanese Government is feeling pressure
and even embarrassment for not having yet admitted to its gross
human rights violations.

In order to realize peace and justice in Asia, the Japanese
government must admit its responsibility during the Pacific War, grant
reparations to those who suffered in the past, punish the criminals, and
give a full, sincere apology. By doing this, Japan will finally be able to
begin establishing a peaceful and friendly relationship with peoples and
nations in Asia, as well as the world.

Unlike the postwar German Government which made efforts to
disassociate itself from Nazi policies, Japan seems to have been more
dedicated to justify or to cover up the past.

In order to change this mentality, and awaken the morality &
conscience of the Japanese Government, the Korean Council calls upon
all Asian women to join us in our efforts to protest against Japan’s
becoming a permanent member of the UN Security Council. To grant
such a privilege to Japan is unjustified and incomprehensible in our
eyes because Japan has not made any sincere effort to make a redress
for its past violations of human right against Asian countries.

The Korean ’comfort women’ case is promoting a new claim for
human rights, in particular, women’s rights, in Asia. Therefore, the
Japanese admission of legal reponsibility is the first step in producing
an environment where human rights can grow in Asia.

"These days 1 suffer more since I have begun to tell my testimony.
It started up my heart. I suffer even today from nightmares. But 1 will
tell my story again and again because Japanese cruelty must not be
forgotten. They cannot invade us and do this again to my grandchildren
in the future."(Kim Soon Duk, a former ’comfort woman’, shared when I
visited Sharing House in May, 1994)

When the former ’comfort women’ finally broke out of their silence to

153



tell their stories 50 years after the fact, people were shocked and
outraged.

When former ’comfort women’ finally began to share their stories
with great courage, these stories came out not only because of their
great pain, but also to warn the world that it could happen again and
that it must never happen again.

When former ’comfort women’ share their stories again and again, it
breaks their hearts. Still, they continue to share, if it means that the
next generation of women in the world need not have to suffer in the
future, and if it means the peace Asia and the world.

Who destroyed the hopes of these women?
Who ruined their dreams?
Who stole their souls?

The Japanese Government, with their systematic institution of
military sexual slavery, is to blame. They destroyed these women’s
hopes, their dreams, their souls, and their youths. So only with
Japan’s recognition of their guilt, shame, and responsibility for their
atrocious crime can the former ’comfort women’ attain peace and
justice. With a sincere apology and compensation, these women can at
last begin their lives anew and to try to retrieve their dignity, their
pride and their self-respect.

Unfortunately, we do not have much time to listen to their stories,
as they are getting old. Therefore, we must act quickly to receive their
due reparations. We must act to keep alive these women’s life stories.
We must act to create solidarity among women not only in Asia, but
also around the world to prevent this kind of systematic sexual violence
from occurring again in the future. It is our responsibility and our duty
as human beings to remember. We must keep this dangerous memory

alive.
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